Polysemic Images: Encoding and Decoding Queerness

Ellen:
· Moore looks at the early days of the Ellen show when she had a sitcom before she ever came out
· The premise of this sitcom in the early seasons is about Ellen being presented to the audience as a straight character and she was unlucky in love (bad at dating men)
· Anyone who knew her as a stand-up, knew she was gay and saw it as a joke on her queerness though but a lot of people did not know this, regardless what you knew, it was funny
· Her queerness was always sub textual
· Always falling at romance 
· One relationship she has, the man is very feminine and Ellen’s masculinity is shown more
· Once she came out, they did one season of her character being queer but then the show was ended, she came out at a time that is was celebrated but the main stream culture was not ready and her career had problems for a while due to this
· Moore argues that during her talk show she never identifies as gay on the show, this video kind of debunks that but this video is 10 years after Moore’s article 
· In the video she says her character is coming out as Lebanese (denotation: she is coming out as a lesbian, connotation: making a joke about it and not using the correct term) 
· Chain of meaning for herself: Some emotions she felt…
· Shame 
· Self-hatred
· Feelings that society feeds you that you are wrong to be gay 
· Moore focuses on difference of media event vs media ritual (definitions in web notes)
· 1998: media event (ellen coming out is the media event because it gets high ratings and her career tanks and she disappears from the media for a while) (other examples: royal wedding on TV or 9/11)
· Pre 2008: media ritual (small gestures of queerness accumulate, now she uses a different strategy on the talk show, level of connotation, she is gay but she never says she is gay on the show, ex: interviewing Jake Gillianhall and she asks him to take his shirt off but it’s not for her)
· Moore believes Ellen’s dancing is queerer (as opposed to Shakira’s or Jennifer Lopez performance is more heteronormative or feminine) 
· According to Moore, initially we have the media event of coming out for Ellen, then the media ritual is a safer route for her to push her queerness to a subtext idea and not explicitly say she is gay
· She went from connotation (first 4 years of sitcom, Moore rights mostly about this period of her sitcom putting in jokes about her being gay subtly) to denotation (her coming out) to connotation (she can never be as unknown as she was but her talk show subtly shows her being gay) and back to denotation (now she is more openly claiming her gayness like in her 20th anniversary video)
· Liminality: Her performance is someone is out of the closet but also in it (instead of a one-time ‘I’m gay’ event, her queerness is part of the daily ritual of the show but she still never literally says it on the show)
· Ellen on the ‘Gay Agenda’: 
· what Moore argues is true but not so much anymore and this video is an example of how she discusses herself now
· in this video she discusses a post made about her saying that Hollywood is having a gay agenda and that is wrong, so fights against this saying that she has no agenda and just trying to get people to be kinder to one another and getting people to live their life of their true self’s
· The media ritual (where she down played her queerness on the show) could have been a strategy to build a fan base but now can talk about her queerness because she has the fan base and does not have to be as afraid for her career
·  Gay Straight Alliance: 
· Anthony and Jacob (two boys on the show in this video) have been friends since sophomore year of high school, Jacob is straight and Anthony is gay, Anthony originally had a crush on Jacob but they became friends anyways and it helped Jacob learn to  stand up for gay rights, Anthony tweeted out that he did not have a date to prom, Jacob surprised Anthony with a promposal. This is so different from what Moore describes of what would be on her show before (Ellen even says she is gay during the video)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Nikkie Tutorials:
· Comments were turned off on the video of Nikkie coming out on Ellen, even the video just mentioned above has comments turned off but comments are not turned off on other videos 
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